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GETTING HERE
Travel on the Ecuadorian Mainland (Quito or Guayaquil)
Travelling from either in Quito or Guayaquil, your destination in the Galapagos is BALTRA (Baltra Airport, in the Galapagos).  Airport staff will most often refer to Galapagos flights as flights to Baltra.
1. The CONSEJO DEL GOBIERNO counter (which opens at 6am), where you must present your passport and pay a $10 USD fee (in cash) for a transport card.
Important: do not lose this car.  Keep it with your passport.
2. Pass your luggage through the AGROCALIDAD security checkpoint (in Quito, just to the left of the Consejo Del Gobierno ticket booth).  Your luggage will be inspected to ensure that you are not transporting any prohibited animals or agricultural products to the Islands.  Consejodel Gobierno offers an English-version list of prohibited items here. 
3. Check into the airline counter.
4. Proceed through the main domestic flight security.  Once airside there is a lounge where you can purchase coffee and snacks, and relax until you board your flight.
Travel in the Galapagos
Baltra Airport / Shuttle/ Ferry
When you arrive at the Baltra Airport, be prepared to present Consejo Del Gobierno officials with your documentation.  In return, the Consejo Del Gobinerno will give you a ticket. 
Important: save this ticket, and keep it with your passport.
You will be required to present the following:
· Your passport
· Completed visitor information form (which you received at the airport on the mainland or on the plane during your flight)
· Your copy of the Consejo del Gobierno Waiver form sent to you by Galapagos ICE via email, prior to your trip.
Important: note you cannot use the waiver on any other dates than those stated on the document. If you enter Galapagos National Park outside the dates stated or without presenting the waiver document you will need to pay the $100 entrance fee.
1. If you are planning on taking the bus to Puerto Ayora, this is a good time to reserve a bus ticket, as it may take time to move the luggage from the plane.  You may reserve a seat at the counter labelled “CITTEG.”
2. With your luggage tags (issued at the mainland airport) proceed through the airport security checkpoint, directly to your right, and wait for your luggage.
3. Outside the airport exit you will find the free shuttle busses.  The buses have two destinations:
1)  Itabaca Canal.   AND   2)  Baltra Port (or Muelle)
Ensure that you are on the bus to the CANAL.  There are individuals who work for the airport who will help you stow your luggage below the bus. The trip to the canal takes a little less than ten minutes.
4. At the ferry walk your luggage over to the ferry employees who will stow it on the top of the boat.  Then proceed to the left to board the ferry.  Prices are either $.80 or $.50 (eighty cents or sixty cents) per passenger. The ferry ride is about ten minutes long.
Ground Travel to Puerto Ayora
1. After disembarking from the ferry you can take either take a bus, or a private taxi, to Puerto Ayora.
i. The CITTEG bus is $1.80.  Hopefully you have reserved your seat when at the airport, but if you haven’t and would like this option, you can sometimes find a seat. Ask for the “CITTEG bus,” find a seat, and stow your luggage. The ride takes about an hour, and the bus drops you off near the pier, which is basically the city center.
ii. Taxi rides to Puerto Ayora are usually $15.  Ensure you agree the price before getting into the taxi.
 Important: this price is per trip and not per person.  So if you find other people to travel with, you can break up the cost of the taxi considerably.
Official taxis are the white trucks found when you arrive on the other side of the canal.  
Top Tip:  Make a note of the name of the taxi before getting in, this is often found on the front windshield of the car.  This can help recover any lost items which, on occasion, get left in the taxi.
As the taxi to take you to el Coliseo en el Barrio la Union.  A Galapagos ICE representative will be waiting for you in the Galapagos ICE office to take you to your host family. You can also show the taxi driver the map below.
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If you have taken the bus, when you arrive in Puerto Ayora, please get a taxi from the street asking them to take you to el Coliseo en el Barrio la Union.  A Galapagos ICE representative will be waiting for you in the Galapagos ICE office to take you to your host family. You can also show the taxi driver the map below.
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